   The Weekly Crusader
Week of Monday, February 6, 2012
Monday 2/6: Phys Ed 8 (Ritmiller) K, 3, and 4
		ACRE (religion test) Grade 5 (this week) 
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Tuesday 2/7: Phys Ed. Grades 6, 7, and 8(Evelyn) 		
	 

Wednesday 2/8: Phys Ed Grades: 5 and 2
Bingo 7pm & Fantastic 500 Raffle Drawing
	 
Thursday 2/9:  Phys Ed. Grade 1  
			 				 
Friday 2/10:  	Valentine’s Day Dance (grades 7-8) 7pm-10om
		Gift Certificate Orders Due

 Fantastic $500: Our first winning ticket was drawn on 2/1/12; it was number #159 it was an unsold ticket!  
Psalm Response: The Lord is my light and my salvation; of whom shall I be afraid? (Psalm 27)  
General Reminders:
· Used uniforms are being collected for the upcoming sale. Boxes are located by the gym room and in the school office. All uniforms donated will be sold and all money made will be donated to the playground fund. The used uniform sale will be Saturday 3/24 from 8-11am. 
· Mardi Gras Festival (2/17) information was sent home. Please be sure to read this green paper carefully and consider volunteering and/or donating prizes! Thank you to everyone who donated thus far, please be sure to order your wrist bands and 
· Re-registration materials were sent home on Wednesday, 1/25, please be sure to return these ASAP! 
· Tuition Assistance Applications must be completed via FACTS by February 29, 2012. 

From the Principal:
	What a wonderful and busy Catholic Schools Week! I hope that all of our families were able to participate in some form in our celebration of Catholic Schools and all that we accomplish here at St. Clement School! The week was overflowing with fun, academics, and service! I am hoping to have many of the pictures from our week up on the website within the week so that everyone can check out all of the activities. 
	It was wonderful to begin the week a little early with a well-attended Family Fitness Night, many thanks to the members of the committee who worked hard to make the event a great success! I heard from many parents that the children slept well that night and that many adults woke up a little sorer than usual! Our mass and open house was well attended and many parishioners from different parishes mentioned how nice it was to see students in their uniform! 
	Each student at St. Clement also participated in some-sort of peace project this week and the third grade shared their peacemaker biographies each morning during announcements. Additionally, students in grades 6 and 7 also finished their research essays on St. John Neumann that will be entered into a national contest. 
	It was a wonderful to see so many students bring their extra lunch packed with love for those in need at Beans and Bread. The donation was well appreciated and those lunches went into the hands of clients including children at Beans and Bread. We look forward to continuing this tradition throughout the school year! Also, the socks stuffed with personal care items were greatly appreciated! 
	Our students were treated extra special this week and enjoyed both their special games of BINGO and their surprise school dance! Thank you to the HSA for funding the dance! 
	It was also wonderful to see so many parents and friends today visiting our classrooms and interacting with our great curriculum. The teachers worked hard to prepare engaging activities for all present! On the same note, I want to thank all of our teachers and staff, especially those who served on the committee for Catholic Schools Week and planned such great activities! 

THINKING SKILLS: TIPS FOR PARENTS 

How can parents help?
Parents can play an important role in helping their child develop this important school and life skill by reinforcing the work of teachers. Below are a few ideas to help children develop as critical thinkers. It is crucial, however, to nurture critical reflection in very supportive ways—this means "challenging" children to think should be gentle, positive and, wherever possible, enjoyable.

· When helping with homework, encourage your child to suggest his/her own ideas and to explain why, and when correcting errors, rather them simply telling the right answer guide your child by asking open-ended questions (e.g., Have you thought about the effects of . . . ? What else might happen if you did this? That sounds interesting; can you tell me why you thought this?)

· Praise imaginative or thoughtfully supported ideas, even if the comments are not entirely correct.

· Look for casual opportunities, especially while reading books, to raise questions that require assessing various alternatives (e.g., Do you think it would have been better for the character to do _______?)

· Encourage your child to explore positions from different points of view, especially from perspectives that he/she does not personally hold (e.g., How might your brother feel about . . ..? I know you don’t like having to do it, but why might your teacher think that homework is important?)

· Help your child identify the relevant factors or criteria to consider when making a particular decision (e.g., when selecting a bicycle, children might consider the cost, how often they will use it, whether it suits their needs).

· Invite and (when appropriate) accept your child's ideas and suggestions in planning events, establishing family rules and solving personal problems.


Perhaps, the most important point to remember is that encouraging children to be critically thoughtful is more time consuming and slower than simply telling them what to think. But the same is true of helping a young infant learn to walk—in the early stages it is always quicker to carry the child. However, with patient and guiding parents, children learn to walk and, before too long, they learn to walk as fast (or ever faster) than their parents. The same is true for critical thinking: patience and gentle persistence in the early stages, soon leads to great results. 
image1.jpeg




