  The Weekly Crusader
Week of Monday, January 30, 2012
Sunday 1/29: Catholic Schools Week Begins! 
		Open House 11:15am-1:15pm
		Students should wear uniform when attending Mass! 

Monday 1/30: Phys Ed 8 (Ritmiller) K, 3, and 4
		 
	 	 	
[image: ]Tuesday 1/31: Phys Ed. Grades 6, 7, and 8(Evelyn) 		
		Extra lunch for Beans and Bread Due
		Toiletries for Outreach Project Due
		Mass 9:30am	 

Wednesday 2/1: Phys Ed Grades: 5 and 2
		Student Bingo  
		Gianni’s Pizza Orders Due 
Bingo 7pm & Fantastic 500 Raffle Drawing
	 
Thursday 2/2:  Phys Ed. Grade 1 
		Student Dress Down Day!- No Homework!! 
			 				 
Friday 2/3:  	11:30am DISMISSAL! 
Feast of St. Blaise 
Open House for Parents 9am-11am
		Gift Certificate Orders Due

 Fantastic $500: Our first winning ticket was drawn on 1/25; it was number #273 the ticket was sold to Nancy and Lou, but no last name was given, please contact the school!  
Psalm Response: The Lord is my light and my salvation; of whom shall I be afraid? (Psalm 27)  
General Reminders:
· Gianni’s Pizza and Treats orders are due February 1st. Delivery is scheduled for February 22nd. 
· Used uniforms are being collected for the upcoming sale. Boxes are located by the gym room and in the school office. All uniforms donated will be sold and all money made will be donated to the playground fund. 
· The “Bowling for A Playground” event will be held on February 11, please be sure to see the flyer that went home about this great event sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. Registration is due February 5th. 
· Mardi Gras Festival (2/17) information was sent home.. Please be sure to read this green paper carefully and consider volunteering and/or donating prizes! 
· Re-registration materials were sent home on Wednesday, 1/25, please be sure to return these asap! 
· Tuition Assistance Applications must be completed via FACTS by February 29, 2012. 

From the Principal:
	As we look forward to celebrating Catholic Schools Week, I ask each family to carefully read the newsletter that came home today that outlines all of the important events of Catholic Schools Week. I look forward to seeing many families joining us for various events. The “kick-off” for Catholic Schools Week begins with liturgy on Sunday. I ask that students wear their uniform proudly to whatever mass they attend. The faculty and staff will be attending the 10am mass here at St. Clements, all are welcome! Similarly, after mass, we will host an open house from 11:15am-1:15pm. Please come join us and visit our great school! 	
	Please also carefully read the newsletter from Mrs. Kelly Roberts, our school nurse. This newsletter is full of information that will help keep your entire family healthy! Thank you Mrs. Kelly for your hard work creating this document for us! Thank you also to all of our families who attended the Home School Meeting on Monday night. It was well attended and organized. The faculty also shared some insight about our Thinking Skills action plan. 
	I hope many families have had the opportunity to also check out the newly designed school website found at www.stclemmh.org This newly designed website was created to help families reach more information! 		
	I am looking forward to a wonderful evening tonight (Friday 1/27) for Family Fitness Night! 

FAMILY FITNESS NIGHT, January 27th
6:30 pm to 9:30 pm
Have you ever wanted to try Zumba or Taekwondo?  
Want to compete with your parents in a Fitness Test?
Come join us for a great night of fun and fitness.
Looking forward to seeing you there!!
Thinking Skills in Mathematics: 
Parents Can Nurture Critical Thinking
We talk a lot about critical thinking in education. Critical thinking can be described as "nonlinear, open-ended and complex thinking; it allows for multiple responses, unspecified answers, various perspectives and interpretations, and recognition of order among chaos." Yet this is different from the way many parents experienced "school." Today, we ask learners to do more than memorize basic skills; rather we want students to be able to create, evaluate and interpret their learning. The Common Core State Standards (CSSS) bring clarity to this goal for mathematics in the Standards for Mathematical Practice (June 4, 2010):
"Proficient students of all ages expect mathematics to make sense. They take an active stance in solving mathematical problems. When faced with a non-routine problem, they have the courage to plunge in and try something, and they have the procedural and conceptual tools to continue. They are experimenters and inventors, and can adapt known strategies to new problems. They think strategically."
As parents engage in conversation, homework, or play with their children, they can help to promote critical thinking by:
Asking Questions
· How did you get your answer?
· Can you figure out another way to do that problem?
· What was easy about that problem? What was difficult?
· Could we play that game another way? A better way?
Engaging in Meaningful Conversation
With young children, put vocabulary to their actions. "I see that you picked out your blue shirt to wear with your tan pants." Or, "Your long-sleeved shirt will be warm on a cold day like this." With children of all ages, pay attention to their comments and ask responsive questions. "When she pushed your friend on the playground, how did that make you feel? What did you do? What might you have done different?" Elizabeth Shaunessy, assistant professor in the Department of Special Education and coordinator of the Gifted Education Program at the University of South Florida, suggests that parents also, "Ask questions that lack a single correct answer, and ask them casually, rather than quizzing your child." 
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